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Opening
O Lord, open our lips
and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Let your ways be known upon earth,
your saving power among the nations.

Psalm 69.1-20

Save me, O God,

for the waters have come up, even to my neck.

| sink in deep mire where there is no foothold;

| have come into deep waters and the flood sweeps over me.
| have grown weary with crying; my throat is raw;

my eyes have failed from looking so long for my God.
Those who hate me without any cause

are more than the hairs of my head;

Those who would destroy me are mighty;

my enemies accuse me falsely:

must | now give back what | never stole?

O God, you know my foolishness,

and my faults are not hidden from you.

Let not those who hope in you

be put to shame through me, Lord God of hosts;

let not those who seek you be disgraced because of me,
O God of Israel.

For your sake have I suffered reproach;

shame has covered my face.

| have become a stranger to my kindred,

an alien to my mother’s children.

Zeal for your house has eaten me up;

the scorn of those who scorn you has fallen upon me.
| humbled myself with fasting,

but that was turned to my reproach.

| put on sackcloth also

and became a byword among them.



Those who sit at the gate murmur against me,

and the drunkards make songs about me.

But as for me, | make my prayer to you, O Lord;

at an acceptable time, O God.

Answer me, O God, in the abundance of your mercy
and with your sure salvation.

Draw me out of the mire, that I sink not;

let me be rescued from those who hate me

and out of the deep waters.

Let not the water flood drown me,

neither the deep swallow me up;

let not the Pit shut its mouth upon me.

Answer me, Lord, for your loving-kindness is good;
turn to me in the multitude of your mercies.

Hide not your face from your servant;

be swift to answer me, for | am in trouble.

Draw near to my soul and redeem me;

deliver me because of my enemies.

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.

First Reading - Matthew 26.57-27.26

Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the high priest, in
whose house the scribes and the elders had gathered. But Peter was
following him at a distance, as far as the courtyard of the high priest;
and going inside, he sat with the guards in order to see how this would
end. Now the chief priests and the whole council were looking for false
testimony against Jesus so that they might put him to death, but they
found none, though many false witnesses came forward. At last two
came forward and said, ‘This fellow said, | am able to destroy the
temple of God and to build it in three days.”’ The high priest stood up
and said, ‘Have you no answer? What is it that they testify against you?’
But Jesus was silent. Then the high priest said to him, ‘I put you under
oath before the living God, tell us if you are the Messiah, the Son of
God.” Jesus said to him, ‘You have said so. But | tell you,
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From now on you will see the Son of Man
seated at the right hand of Power
and coming on the clouds of heaven.’

Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, ‘He has blasphemed! Why
do we still need witnesses? You have now heard his blasphemy. What is
your verdict?’ They answered, ‘He deserves death.” Then they spat in his
face and struck him; and some slapped him, saying, ‘Prophesy to us,
you Messiah! Who is it that struck you?’

Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant-girl came to
him and said, ‘You also were with Jesus the Galilean.” But he denied it
before all of them, saying, ‘I do not know what you are talking about.’
When he went out to the porch, another servant-girl saw him, and she
said to the bystanders, ‘This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.” Again he
denied it with an oath, ‘I do not know the man.’ After a little while the
bystanders came up and said to Peter, ‘Certainly you are also one of
them, for your accent betrays you.” Then he began to curse, and he
swore an oath, ‘I do not know the man!” At that moment the cock
crowed. Then Peter remembered what Jesus had said: ‘Before the cock
crows, you will deny me three times.” And he went out and wept
bitterly.

Canticle - from Isaiah 63

Who is this that comes from Edom,

coming from Bozrah, his garments stained crimson?
Who is this in glorious apparel,

marching in the greatness of his strength?

‘Itis I, who announce that right has won the day,

it is I,” says the Lord, “for I am mighty to save.’

Why are your robes all red, O Lord,

and your garments like theirs who tread the winepress?
‘l have trodden the winepress alone,

and from the peoples no one was with me.’

| will recount the gracious deeds of the Lord,

the praises of the Most High;

All that God has done for us in his mercy,

by his many acts of love.



For God said, ‘Surely, they are my people,

my children who will not deal falsely,’

and he became their Saviour in all their distress.
So God redeemed them by his love and pity;

he lifted them up and carried them

through all the days of old.

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.

Second Reading - Matthew 27.1-26

When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people
conferred together against Jesus in order to bring about his death. They
bound him, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate the governor.
When Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, he repented
and brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the
elders. He said, ‘I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.’ But they
said, ‘What is that to us? See to it yourself.” Throwing down the pieces
of silver in the temple, he departed; and he went and hanged himself.
But the chief priests, taking the pieces of silver, said, ‘It is not lawful to
put them into the treasury, since they are blood money.” After
conferring together, they used them to buy the potter’s field as a place
to bury foreigners. For this reason that field has been called the Field of
Blood to this day. Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the
prophet Jeremiah, ‘And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of
the one on whom a price had been set, on whom some of the people of
Israel had set a price, and they gave them for the potter’s field, as the
Lord commanded me.’

Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, ‘Are
you the King of the Jews?’ Jesus said, ‘You say so.” But when he was
accused by the chief priests and elders, he did not answer. Then Pilate
said to him, ‘Do you not hear how many accusations they make against
you?’ But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that
the governor was greatly amazed.

Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner
for the crowd, anyone whom they wanted. At that time they had a
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notorious prisoner, called Jesus Barabbas. So after they had gathered,
Pilate said to them, ‘Whom do you want me to release for you, Jesus
Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?’ For he realized that it was
out of jealousy that they had handed him over. While he was sitting on
the judgement seat, his wife sent word to him, ‘Have nothing to do with
that innocent man, for today | have suffered a great deal because of a
dream about him.” Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the
crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. The governor again
said to them, ‘Which of the two do you want me to release for you?” And
they said, ‘Barabbas.’ Pilate said to them, ‘Then what should | do with
Jesus who is called the Messiah?’ All of them said, ‘Let him be crucified
Then he asked, ‘Why, what evil has he done?’ But they shouted all the
more, ‘Let him be crucified

So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was
beginning, he took some water and washed his hands before the crowd,
saying, ‘l am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” Then
the people as a whole answered, ‘His blood be on us and on our
children!” So he released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus,
he handed him over to be crucified.

Responsory

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you;

by your holy cross, you have redeemed the world.
God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong.
We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.

We preach Christ crucified,

the power of God and the wisdom of God.

By your holy cross, you have redeemed the world.
God forbid that | should glory,

save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you;

by your holy cross, you have redeemed the world.



Gospel Canticle - Saviour of the World

Jesus, Saviour of the world, come to us in your mercy:

we look to you to save and help us.

By your cross and your life laid down,

you set your people free:

we look to you to save and help us.

When they were ready to perish, you saved your disciples:
we look to you to come to our help.

In the greatness of your mercy, loose us from our chains,
forgive the sins of all your people.

Make yourself known as our Saviour and mighty deliverer;
save and help us that we may praise you.

Come now and dwell with us, Lord Christ Jesus:

hear our prayer and be with us always.

And when you come in your glory:

make us to be one with you

and to share the life of your kingdom.

Address

Collect for Good Friday

Almighty Father,

look with mercy on this your family

for which our Lord Jesus Christ was content to be betrayed
and given up into the hands of sinners

and to suffer death upon the cross;

who is alive and glorified with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Amen.

The Lord’s prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.



Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power and the glory,

for ever and ever.

Amen.

Closing

May Christ, who bore our sins on the cross,
set us free to serve him with joy.

Amen.

Let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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