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The origin of Rutland 
December 2, 2023 

Preamble 

The study of local history is often a very personal affair. I recently moved from Lichfield to 
Oakham in Rutland, and have thus naturally become interested in the local history of the area, 
about which I previously knew very little. In particular the early, pre-Domesday, history of the 
area intrigues me. The nature of the now the county of Rutland in that period is far from clear. 
At Domesday in 1086 (1), it was divided between “Roteland” – the two northern wapentakes of 
Alstoe and Martinsley, which were recorded as a detached part of Nottinghamshire, and the 
southern hundred of Witchly, which was part of Northamptonshire (Figure 1 – from (2)). In a 
detailed study Phythian-Adams (3,4) argued that there was a deeper underlying unity and that 
Martinsley and most of Witchley formed the dower lands of late Anglo-Saxon queens, and 
possibly Mercian queens before that; and that a royal hunting forest stretched over these two 
regions. He hypothesized that the division of the region took place during the Viking period in 
the ninth and tenth centuries and this division was incorporated into the newly formed 
counties in the area in the late 10th and early 11th centuries. In addition, the whole region is also 
remarkably free from Danish place names, despite being firmly within the sphere of influence 
of the Five Boroughs of Lincoln, Nottingham, Derby, Leicester and Stamford, again suggesting a 
shared history of some sort. 

 

Figure 1. Rutland at Domesday (from (2)) 
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(1 indicates Alstoe Wapentake; 2 is Martinsley Wapentake, and the remaining area is Witchly 
Hundred.) 

Be that as it may, Phythian-Adams was unable to make much headway into the origin of the 
land unit that was to become Rutland prior to the Danish invasions. He suggested that it might 
be a small polity similar to those listed in the area of Middle Anglia in the Tribal Hidage (5), that 
most enigmatic of documents, but was unable to say any more. He also demonstrated that 
there were a number of settlement names on the western county boundary that could be 
interpreted as watchtower / beacon or something similar, suggesting a contested boundary 
with whatever polity lay to the west.   In addition, he noted that where the Roman Road known 
as Ermine Street crossed the county boundary, there were significant Roman settlements at 
Great Casterton and Thistleton. Roman towns on boundaries seems to have been a 
characteristic of the Roman east midlands, possibly to control the boundaries of different 
tribal areas, which again suggests that the Rutland area had an identifiable identity at that 
period as a sub-region of the Corieltauvi tribal area. 

In this blog post we revisit this issue of the early origin of Rutland through rather a different 
approach – by looking at the topography and river catchments of the area, and the interaction 
with the eastern fenland tribal areas that have been extensively studied by Oostthuizen (6). We 
will conclude that in these terms, the areas that were to become Rutland and the Lincolnshire 
“Part” of Kesteven formed two coherent neighbouring territories with rivers that drained into 
the highly managed fenland boundary and the polities of the Tribal Hidage that existed there 
and were important in maintaining the fenland habitat. In addition, a VERY speculative 
reanalysis of the Tribal Hidage gives two possibilities identifications of these territories. 

Topography 

 

Figure 2. The Welland catchment 

Figure 2 shows a map of the catchment of the River Welland, produced by the Welland Valley 
Partnership (7). On it we have superimposed 
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• the boundaries of the modern County of Rutland and the Lincolnshire area of Kesteven 
(dotted red lines)and the location of the town of Stamford (red circle); 

• the tentative boundary of the Tribal Hidage region of the Spalde (around Spalding) – 
Oostthuizen suggests that this represented by the hundred of Elloe in the Lincolnshire 
part of Holland. 

• The locations of the western “defensive” settlements mentioned above (green circles). 

It can immediately be seen that the Martinsley and Witchly areas of Rutland, together with the 
area around Stamford, is effectively the area of the major part of the Upper Welland catchment 
and its tributaries, the Eye, the Chater and the Gwash, with the exception of a relatively narrow 
strip to the south of the Welland. The position of Stamford just outside Rutland in a narrow strip 
of Lincolnshire has frequently been noted as being anomalous, and consideration of a number 
of late Anglo-Saxon estate holdings suggest it was once part of the Rutland with significant 
estate links to the area. In topographic terms, the boundary between Rutland and Kesteven 
would make much more sense if it were to the east of Stamford. The defensive settlements can 
be seen to be at the upper end of the catchment, close to the watershed. 

 The area of Kesteven contains the catchment of the Glen that feeds into the Welland below 
Stamford. The Welland then feeds in to the fenland region of the Splade. This is of some 
significance. Oostthuizen shows that this area was heavily utilised for agriculture, with 
communal rights to use specific areas of the Fen for grazing. There are indications of the 
control of rivers and drainage channels in this and other fen boundary areas. This is of 
importance, as it implies that the Spalde would have every incentive to ensure some degree of 
control of the contents of the Welland and its tributaries, particularly in times of drought and 
flood, to ensure the productivity of their region. Thus, the two areas of Kesteven and Rutland 
would have been of some importance to the fenland economy of the Spalde, which points to 
the need for some sort of level of organization, either as separate polities, or as upland 
extensions of the territory of the Spalde, even if only with the status of a modern drainage 
authority. This in turn suggests that the origin of these two areas could arise from their 
topography as important catchments for the fenland economy. There is an anomaly here 
however – the wapentake of Alstoe is outside this catchment, with its streams flowing to the 
Soar and the Trent. Taken with the fact that this area was not part of the lands of the Anglo-
Saxon queens, or of the Royal Forest, tends to suggest that it was not part of the original land 
unit. 

But can we say any more about the nature and names of these two areas of Rutland and 
Kesteven? To that question we now turn. 

The Tribal Hidage 

Almost everything about the Tribal Hidage is disputed in one way or another and great care 
needs to be taken in its interpretation and any conclusions that are drawn from it must be 
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viewed with some circumspection. In its various versions, it consists of what was probably a 
Mercian or Northumbrian tribute list of various polities of a wide range of sizes (Table 1), some 
of which can be identified and located, whilst the locations of others are disputed. It is 
arranged in two lists – a primary list and a secondary list, both, as far as can be judged 
proceeding a roughly clockwise direction (Figure 3) Its date is as uncertain as any other aspect 
of the document, but for me the early date of around 620 proposed by Higham (8) seems the 
most logical. 

 

Table 1 The Tribal Hidage 
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Figure 3. The order of the primary and secondary lists in the Tribal Hidage 

Now in the primary list we have, at P7 and P8, the south and north Gyrwa. These can be located 
with some confidence in the Peterborough area, around the River Nene. The Spalde are at P11. 
Between The Gyrwa and the Spalde at P9 and P10 on the list, we have the East and West 
Wixna. These have not been located, with some writers placing them around Wisbech or the 
Norfolk edge of the fen to the east. However, their position in the list would suggest a location 
between the Gyrwa and the Spalde. As these two polities bordered each other, this is a bit 
tricky, but to identify them with Rutland and Kesteven is broadly consistent with the order of 
the list. 

But there is another possibility. As mentioned above, the Tribal Hidage consists of two lists. In 
the Primary list, after the Hicca at P16, which can be located around Hitchen, there is the 
Whitgara. In the map of figure 3 I did not suggest a location for this. However, in the view of 
some scholars, such as Hart (5) this is an obvious reference to the Isle of Wight. In placing the 
unknown entities of P18 and P19 (Noxgaga and Ohtaga) in the Leicestershire / 
Northamptonshire area, I conveniently ignored this suggestion (on the basis that if some 
evidence doesn’t fit, it is best ignored – which I observe is a common practice of historians!). 
But if in fact the identification with the Isle of Wight is accepted, this means that the Primary 
list has two parts – the rotation round the north of Mercia, and then possibly three large entities 
in the south – Wight, Noxgaga and Ohtaga added on at the end. This would match with the 
suggestion of Hart who placed the latter two in the Surrey / London area. Pushing this line of 
reasoning a little further for the Secondary list, if this was again in two parts, we would have a 
rotation around the south and east of Mercia, and then a list of major subject kingdoms 
beginning with East Anglia running around the east and south of England. This in turn opens up 
the possibility of not having to consider placing S7 to S10 in the South Midlands in order to 
proceed from S6 (Faerpingas) in Oxfordshire to East Anglia (S11) in a reasonably logical way, 
but they could be allowed to be in the East Midlands where there is something of a hole on the 
map. Of particular interest are S9 and S10 – the East Willa and the West Willa. Hart places 
these in southern Cambridgeshire and argues that the name Willa is cognate with the name of 
the Well stream, a major waterway in the area. An identical argument could apply for polities 
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next to the River Welland ie Rutland and Kesteven. However , the chain of assumptions is a 
long one, and this identification should be regarded as very speculative. 

Concluding remarks 

A consideration of the topography of the Welland Catchment, suggest that this may have been 
what defined the boundaries of what were to become Rutland and Kesteven. In the early Anglo-
Saxon era, both these polities would have been important to the economy and agriculture of 
the Fenland boundary, and especially the region of the Spalde. In addition, it seems possible 
that we could identify Rutland and Kesteven with the Tribal Hidage polities of either the East 
and West Wixna, or the East and West Willa. Of these, the first two fit most naturally into the 
order of the Tribal Hidage, whilst the last two are most linguistically likely. But neither may be 
correct! 
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Rutland and the Hwicce 
December 30, 2023 

Introduction 

The articles by Phythian-Adams (1977,1980) from several decades ago, and the more recent 
one by Green (2016) have highlighted the rather odd fact that within Rutland in the East 
Midlands, there are a number of place names that refer to the Hwicce, an Anglo-Saxon tribe 
whose territory was in the West Midlands, particularly in Worcestershire and Gloucestershire. 
In this short blog I firstly rehearse some of the findings of these authors and then extend the 
discussion somewhat, presenting some further, although tenuous, evidence of links between 
Rutland and the Hwicce based on consideration of the early Anglo-Saxon document known as 
the Tribal Hidage, and on estate holdings at the time of Domesday. 

Place names 

We begin by setting out the place name evidence as outlined by Phythian-Adams and Green. 
They showed that there are a number of place names in Rutland that strongly suggest an 
association with the Hwicce .These ae as follows. 

• Witchley Warren/Wicheley Heath  – a farm in Edith Weston, but originally covering a 
significantly larger common area; 

• Withley East and Witchley West hundreds – the extensive area in the south of Rutland, 
that was included in the Northamptonshire Domesday; 

• The village of Whissendine in the north west of Rutland; 

• Witchley Leas on Whissendine parish. 

In addition, around 20 miles to the south in Northamptonshire there is the parish of Whitson. A 
full discussion of these names, including their earlier forms is given in Green (2016) and their 
association with the name of the tribe of Hwicce is clear. 

Topography and the Tribal Hidage 

In an earlier blog I have shown that the current area of Rutland, plus the area around Stamford, 
matches fairly closely the catchment of the Upper Welland, whilst the catchment of the Glen, 
which joins the Welland below Stamford corresponds to at least the southern part of the 
Lincolnshire district of Kesteven. After the junction of the Glen and the Welland, the Welland 
flows towards Spalding – the territory of the early Anglo Saxon tribal grouping of the Spalde on 
the margins of Fenland . This was an extensively managed area, with well-defined common 
rights (Oosthuizen, 2017). In particular the control of water levels was vital to the pastoral 
economy, and thus the amount entering the area from the Welland was of crucial importance. 
This level of importance, and the fact that the two catchments of the river became well defined 
administrative areas, argues for their early definition as coherent units. Taking this further, I 

mailto:https://profchrisbaker.com/2023/12/02/the-origin-of-rutland/
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suggested that these land units corresponding to Kesteven and Rutland could be identified 
with the East and West Wixna of the Tribal Hidage (Hart, 1971), the first of 300 hides and the 
second of 600 hides, where the hide is an economic rather than a geographical measure. The 
reason for this assertion was that, in the listing of the Tribal Hidage these polities came 
between the Spalde and the South and North Gyrwa, which are known to be in the 
Peterborough area*. Although I am neither a linguistic nor a place name expert, it seems to me 
that the name of Wixna is also possibly associated with the name of Hwicce, and suggests that 
at the time of the production of the Tribal Hidage, which I take to be in the early seventh century 
following the argument of Higham(1995) at least part of the Hwiccan peoples populated the 
areas of Rutland and Kesteven. 

*I also made the alternative suggestion that Rutland Kesteven could be identified with the East 
and West Willa, with names that are cognate with Welland, but on reflection I think their 
location in the list of the Tribal Hidage makes this less plausible. 

Domesday and Queen Edith 

It is well know that in 1066, Queen Edith, the wife of Edward the Confessor, held much of what 
was to become Rutland in Lordship, particularly in the southern Wycherley hundred, which 
was then part of Northamptonshire. However these were far from her only land holdings. The 
full extent of them is revealed through the analysis of the Open Domesday web site (Open 
Domesday, 2023), and shown on the map of Figure 1 below. 

 

Figure 1. The Domesday holdings of Queen Edith (from Open Domesday) 

https://opendomesday.org/name/queen-edith/
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The holdings where Edith was either Lord or Overlord, are shown by small red circles. There is a 
general dispersed group of holdings scattered across the north London / Oxford / Milton 
Keynes area, with further scattered holdings across the south Midlands. There are, however, a 
number of clusters. The Rutland cluster is indicated by the red circle labelled as A. The largest 
cluster is in the Herefordshire / Worcestershire area and is labelled B, with smaller clusters 
around Grantham (C) and Horncastle (D), with a further scatter across north Lincolnshire. 
Cluster B is of particular interest, as this lies in the western part of the territory of the Hwicce, 
which extends through Worcestershire and Gloucestershire. More specifically it lies within the 
territory of the Magonsaete, an early polity about which little is known (Pretty 1989), but which 
is sometimes referred to is referred to as the western Hecani – probably another name for 
Hwicce. Thus, we possibly have here another instance of Edith, as the Queen of England, and 
the successor of the Mercian Queens, as having much land in the predominantly Hwicce area, 
providing another link between the Hwiccan lands of Rutland and the larger Hwiccan kingdom 
in the west. 

But what of the other clusters – can any Hwiccan connection be demonstrated between these 
and the Hwicce? Here the evidence is tenuous at best. The holdings around Grantham are in 
the Wapentake of Winnibriggs. This something of an odd name, and Coates (2009) would see it 
as a compound of a personal name and a bridge. I would make the very tentative suggestion 
however that this might be associated with the Hwicce, but this is very speculative. With regard 
to the Horncastle cluster, I can find no relationship at all with the Hwicce in terms of place 
names. For both however, it may be that historians of the locality may be able to identify any 
connection if it actually exists. 

One further, tenuous connection exists between the Northampton shire village of Whitson 
mentioned above (which does have a Hwiccan association) with the isolated Queen Edith 
holding of Finedon. These are in the same area of the county, about 10 km apart. I will leave it 
to the judgement of the reader as to whether or not any weight should be placed on this. 
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Rutland – an enigmatic history 
February 2, 2024  

The enigmas of early Rutland history 

Since moving to Rutland last summer, I have come to realise that there are a number of 
enigmas in the early history of the county. Firstly, there is the fact that the county was the last 
one to be formed, and at Domesday, the northern Wapentakes of Alstoe and Martinsley were a 
detached part of Nottinghamshire, and the large double-hundred of Witchley in the south was 
part of Northamptonshire. In his consideration of this issue, Phythian-Adams (1), suggests that 
there was an underlying unity to the area that was to become Rutland, as it was formed from 
the dower lands of the late Mercian and Anglo-Saxon queens, and as it was also a Royal Forest, 
and that the split between Nottinghamshire and Northamptonshire occurred at some point 
during the period of the five Viking boroughs. This seems to have been generally accepted and 
seems to me quite plausible. Phythian-Adams also speculates that this area might have a 
longer history as a discrete unit. I have taken these thoughts a little further in a recent blog, 
and, noted that Rutland is essentially the upper catchment of the River Welland, whilst 
neighbouring South Kesteven is the catchment of the River Glen that joins the Welland east of 
Stamford. This of itself falls into the pattern of some early Anglo-Saxon polities in being based 
on river catchments, but the fact that both rivers run into the heavily managed fenland, in this 
case in the region of the Spalde of the Tribal Hidage (2) suggests that both Rutland and 
Kesteven would have required some authority, at least in terms of water management. I went 
further and suggested that these two polities could have been the East and West Wixna 
mentioned in the Tribal Hidage, as the order in which that document lists the polities in the 
fenland area, places them between the Gyrwe around Peterborough on the Nene and the 
Spalde to the north i.e. consistent with the geographical locations of Rutland and South 
Kesteven. 

The second enigma is that within the county there are a number of place names that refer to 
the Anglo-Saxon tribe of the Hwicce. These have been investigated by Green (3) and include 
Witchley Warren, Witchley hundred, Whissendine and Witchely Leys. The Hwicce of course are 
known in the historical record as a West Midland polity, based around Worcestershire and 
Gloucestershire, so the existence of these names in Rutland is somewhat odd, and suggests 
that at some point in their history, at least a part of the Hwicce were resident in Rutland – 
probably before they became established in the Worcestershire area, so perhaps in the early 
sixth century. Phythian Adams (1) also points out that, on the western boundary of the county, 
there are a number of place names that refer to beacons, military guard posts etc., which 
suggest that the Rutland Hwicce had need to be wary of their neigbours to the west.  I have 
addressed this issue in a second recent blog post, suggesting that the possible area name of 
East Wixna is another indication of the presence of the Hwicce, and also pointing out that in 
1066 Queen Edith, the wife of Edward the Confessor, as well as holding much of Rutland in 
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Lordship, was also the Lord of a large cluster of manors in Herefordshire, in the area usually 
ascribed to the Magonsaete tribe, sometimes referred to as the Western Hecani, or Hwicce. 
How far back these holdings go would require a detailed study, but on the face of it, it does 
suggest enduring links between Rutland and what was to become the main territory of the 
Hwicce. 

There is however a third enigma – the often-observed fact that the place names within Rutland 
are overwhelmingly English, despite being surround by Danish areas, which suggest that 
although the Danes might have had political control of the area, they did not settle there. 
Phythian-Adams (1) speculates that this was due to an agreement in 893 between a 
representative of King Alfred of Wessex and the Danes of York, who seemed to be exercising 
political control in the area, because Rutland was the dower of the late Mercian queens – and 
thus of his own sister Aethelswyth, the wife of the last King of Mercia, Burged who was deposed 
by the Danes, and possibly his daughter Aethelflaed, the Lady of the Mercians who was 
married to Ealdorman Aethelred. Whist this plausible, I do not find it wholly convincing as a 
reason for Wessex to strike such a bargain with the Danes, presumably at some unspecified 
cost. In what follows I speculate on a further reason why the rules of Mercia, and later Wessex, 
might wish to retain Rutland as a specific English-speaking area. I will base this on the work of 
Green (4), who proposed a wave of migrations eastwards and northwards from Lincolnshire in 
the early sixth century, and of Jones (5) who mapped the place names associated with the early 
members of the Mercian royal house. 

East of England migrations 

Through a detailed consideration of place and tribal names Green (4), in her extensive 
discussion of Anglo-Saxon Lindsey, shows, conclusively to my mind, that Lindisfarne off the 
coast of Northumbria, was colonized by settlers from Lindsey in Lincolnshire. She puts this 
migration in the early part of the sixth century, on the basis that the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle 
shows Anglo-Saxon expansion from Lindisfarne after 550, with activity around Bamburgh and 
Yeavering on the mainland. Further she notes that the other main centre of Northumbrian 
activity was at Jarrow, the early forms of the name are Gyrwe – the same as the people from the 
Tribal Hidage in the region of Peterborough. Thirdly she notes that Rippingale in Lindsay is 
cognate with the name Hrepingas, the tribe in the area around the Mercian ecclesiastical 
centre of Repton. She then further refers to the point that has been made above, that there are 
many place names in Rutland that relate to the Hwicce. All these relationships and possible 
migrations are shown on Figure 1. Taken together they show a considerable Anglo-Saxon 
expansion from the Lincolnshire / Fenland / Ruland area. It seems to me likely that these all 
occurred in the first part of the sixth century, on the basis of the formation of Northumbria, and 
that by a century later, Mercia and the kingdom of the Hwicce were well established. This 
timing suggests that this movement of peoples was associated with the climate catastrophes 
of the 530s (possibly due to a major volcanic explosion) and the spread of the Justinian plague 
across Europe in the 540s (6). 
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Figure 1. 6th Century Anglo-Saxon migrations from the East Midlands (after Green (4)) 

The early Mercian dynasty 

The early kings of Mercia identified themselves as the Iclingas – the descendants of Icel. The 
early genealogies give their order as Icel, Cnebba, Cynewald, Creoda, Pybba and Penda, 
although there is much doubt about the veracity of the earlier names.  However, Penda can 
confidently be placed in the early to mid seventh century. Counting back the generations, on 
the assumption that the list is vaguely reliable, puts the early names around the end of the fifth 
and beginning of the sixth century. Now Myers has pointed out that there are a series of place 
names in the Cambridgeshire / Suffolk area that can be associated with those of the early kings 
– Ickleford, Ickleton and Icklingham – and perhaps indicate a migration route. These are also 
shown on the map of Figure 1. However, it has long been known that there are clusters of place 
names in the Worcestershire / Gloucestershire area that are associated with the names of the 
later kings from Creoda onwards. These have been mapped by Jones (5), and a composite map 
for the kings up to Penda, redrawn from the data in Jones’ paper with some added information, 
is shown in Figure 2. The chronological procession from Suffolk and Cambridgeshire in the east 
to the West Midlands in the west is clear, and the clustering in the Worcestershire / 
Gloucestershire area is very striking. Despite the fact that these are Mercian kings, and early 
Mercia can be placed fairly confidently to the north in Staffordshire and Derbyshire, it seems 
that the kings from Creoda to Penda were closely associated with the region of the Hwicce. 



15 
 

 

Figure 2. Place names associated with the early Mercian kings (after Jones (5)) 

Synthesis 

To  sum up what has been written above, in the first half of the sixth century, there was a major 
movement of Anglo-Saxons (culturally if not ethnically) from the East Midlands to the West. 
The early ruling dynasty of Mercia was part of this, and place name evidence suggest that they 
were associated with the tribal area of the Hwicce in Worcestershire and Gloucestershire. 
Whilst the Hwicce seem to have migrated from the Rutland area, the dynasty of Icel seems to 
have migrated from somewhat further south in East Anglia. This does however bear on the third 
enigma outlined above. The fact that Creoda, Pybba and Penda had very close associations 
with the Hwicce area, could mean that later members of the dynasty regarded the territory of 
the Hwicce as their homeland of origin, and, by extension, Rutland came to be of ancestral 
importance for them. So my basic suggestion, which as ever is only really speculation, is that 
the later Mercian monarchs and their Wessex supporters and successors did all they could to 
keep Rutland from Danish settlement, not only because it was the dower land of their queens, 
but also because they regarded it as their place of origin, to which they had a significant 
historical, and perhaps emotional, attachment. Whatever price they paid to the Danes not to 
settle in the area was felt to be worth it to protect their (supposed) ancestral homeland. 
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https://www.caitlingreen.org/2016/03/the-hwicce-of-rutland.html
https://www.snsbi.org.uk/Nomina_articles/Nomina_21_Jones.pdf
https://www.snsbi.org.uk/Nomina_articles/Nomina_21_Jones.pdf
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A walk around Oakham 
July 11, 2024 

The walk 

This is a picture blog, that simply gives pictures of a walk around Oakham. This is not a walk 
that takes in the traditional historical highlights, although some of those are included, but is 
rather one in which I show the things that have caught my eye, mainly on my wonderings about 
the town with the dog. So it is a little idiosyncratic, but I hope will be of interest to some. Except 
where otherwise indicated, the pictures were all taken by me, and I am happy for them to be 
used by others, properly credited of course. 

The map 

The map below shows the approximate locations from which the photographs (A to R) were 
taken, superimposed on an up to date map from Open Street Map. 

 

The pictures 

 

https://www.openstreetmap.org/#map=17/52.66996/-0.73018
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A. The railway crossing B. The signal box C. Roses on Northgate 

   
D. Roses on Northgate E. Roses on Northgate F. House on Northgate 

 

The first picture is of the listed Midland Railway bridge and level crossing (Picture A) a source of 
endless frustration to drivers, and, as the location of the meeting of five roads, a horribly 
hazardous place for pedestrians. There must be a better way of doing traffic management here. 
Picture B is the Midland Railway Signal Box, which was the inspiration for the Hornby Railway 
model. Turning along Northgate, there are three pictures of rose bushes (Pictures C to E), some 
cultivated, some not. but in early summer their cumulative effect is striking. Picture F is of a 
house a little further along Northgate, with a wonderful display of creepers and climbing 
foliage. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1262092
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1252769
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G. All Saints Church through 
the mist 

H. All Saints Church from the 
Wheatsheaf garden 

I. Green Man carving in All 
Saints Church 

 

  

J. Possible Anglo-Saxon cross 
at All Saints Church 

K. Castle Great Hall, Old 
School and Church from 

Cutts Close 

L. Castle Great Hall, Church 
and Old School from Castle 

grounds 

 

The next six photos all figure All Saints Church in one way or another. Picture G is a photo taken 
from Northgate on a misty evening where all that can be seen of the tower is a small floodlight 
area. The thatched cottages on Northgate can be seen in the foreground. Picture H shows the 
spire of the church from the garden of the Wheatsheaf pub opposite on a pleasant summer 
afternoon. Picture I (from here) shows the Green Man stone capital within the church – one of a 
series of wonderful capital carvings I have blogged about elsewhere. Picture J shows a possible 
Anglo-Saxon Saxon cross built into the south porch of the church. The identification is very 
speculative, but the cross is very similar to other, demonstratively, Anglo-Saxon examples. 
Pictures K and L shows t wo views of the Castle Great Hall, Old School and Church, from Cutts 
Close and the Castle grounds. I have argued elsewhere that these might be an indication of 
an early church group in the area. Click on the pictures to see the full extent of the 
photographs. 

 

 

https://greatenglishchurches.co.uk/html/oakham.html#:~:text=The%20church%20was%20constructed%20almost,imagery%20of%20the%20Romanesque%20period.
https://profchrisbaker.com/2024/02/03/the-good-the-bad-and-the-grotesque-the-decorated-capitals-of-all-saints-church-in-oakham/
https://profchrisbaker.com/2024/05/06/a-possible-anglo-saxon-church-group-at-oakham-in-rutland/
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M. Ghost sign on Catmose St N. Ghost sigh on Mill St O. The Old Drill Hall on Penn 

St 

   
P. Houses on Penn St Q. Pedestrian bridge over the 

railway at the end of South St 
R. The chapel of St. John and 

St. Anne 
 

.. 

Pictures M and N show two nice examples of ghost signs from Catmose Street and Mill Street – 
faded, painted signs indicating a former usages. Picture O shows the Old Drill Hall on Penn 
Street which is impressive despite looking as if it could do with a bit of TLC. Picture P, also on 
Penn Street shows row of houses with a pleasing skyline. South Street Railway Bridge (Picture 
Q) is hardly beautiful, but very functional ,offering a way over the railway for pedestrians old 
and young, cyclists, mobility scooters, prams, shopping trolleys etc. For obvious reasons it is 
know in my household as the “slow bridge”. Finally Picture R (from here) shows the chapel of St 
John and St Anne – a medieval foundation serving the sheltered housing around it. It is the only 
place I know where the minister presiding at communion can watch, through the west window, 
the tops of passenger and freight trains passing within a few yards of the outer wall. 

  

https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1434379?section=official-list-entry
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1073262
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1073262
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Oakham roofs 
July 23, 2024 

Introduction 

This post concerns roofs 1 – specifically those on the High Street of Oakham in Rutland. I find 
the upper floors of urban streets quite fascinating in their form and variety. When walking 
through towns however, one rarely looks upwards – indeed most of the time you would risk 
colliding with other pedestrians or walking into the road if you did. It is the shop fronts and their 
contents on the lower floors that command attention of course. But above them, the buildings 
themselves are sometimes stylish, sometimes idiosyncratic, sometimes merely odd – and 
usually worth a look. In what follows I show two galleries of photographs, both looking at the 
upper floors of buildings on the north side of Oakham High Street, taken from the pavement on 
the south side. The first gallery is a series of photographs from east to west (the junction with 
Burley Street and the Market area to the Wetherspoons pub), and the second from west to 
east. I am not really in a position to comment on the buildings in architectural terms, so the 
photos are simply presented for the reader’s interest and enjoyment. 

All the photos were taken by me, but I am happy for them to be used by others, with a proper 
acknowledgement. 

1 I am fairly sure that when I was at school I was told that this was spelt “rooves”, but Google 
informs me that this is an archaic word, no longer used in practice. I fear I am thus labelled as 
archaic, which is probably true. 
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From east to west 
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From west to east 
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Public Transport in Oakham from the 1960s to the present 
November 15, 2024 

Introduction 

In this post we will consider how bus and train transport in Oakham has changed from the 
1960s to the present day, for both good and bad. To do so, we will use a variety of historical 
resources, primarily old bus and rail timetables. We will look at four time slices – at the state of 
the railways in the early 1960s i.e. before the Beeching cuts; at the bus services and train 
service provided in the late 1960s, after Beeching but before bus deregulation; in the late 
1990s after rail privatization and bus deregulation; and the current situation. The time slices 
chosen have in effect been determined by what information is available. However, between 
them they give a clear picture of how bus and train services in Oakham have developed (or 
perhaps degraded) over the last 50 to 60 years. 

Sources and limitations 

For the early 1960 rail services we use the following sources: 

• London Midland Region timetable for 1963 and 1965 (personal collection); 

• Bradshaw’s Guide 1961 (from Timetable World). 

These are quite comprehensive and give a full coverage of the rail services at that time, which is 
of course before the Beeching Report and associated closures. The sources for the late 1960s 
are both taken from Timetable World: 

• London Midland Region timetable for 1969; 

• Bus timetables for the late 1960s. 

Whilst the rail timetables can again be expected to be comprehensive, the bus timetables are 
probably less so. Finding services through Oakham requires a search of the index for bus 
companies operating in the area. It is possible that I have missed some potential sources of 
information, although I believe I have captured most of the main services. What I have almost 
certainly missed are any very local services operated by small operators in the Oakham 
district, which simply do not appear on the Timetable World web site. The bus timetables are 
from the years 19868 and 1969 with one exception from 1973 (for a Saturday only service). For 
the late 1990s we obtain information from the following sources: 

• Railtrack Great Britain timetable for 1999 (from Timetable World); 

• Great Britain Bus Timetable 1999 (personal collection). 

The Great British Bus Timetable is a compilation of services from across Great Britain. It admits 
that it excludes local operators and services of a purely local nature, so again the bus 

https://timetableworld.com/
https://timetableworld.com/
https://timetableworld.com/
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information might not be fully comprehensive here. For the current situation we used 
information for bus and train times that is available on the web as follows: 

• Rutland County Council Bus Timetable 2024; 

• Cross Country Train timetable 2024; 

• East Midlands Railway Timetable 2024. 

Operators 

In the analysis that follows, we will identify bus and train operators by a two letter code. 

• BL – Blands of Cottesmore – a local bus company based in a village to the east of 
Oakham. 

• BA – Bartons or Barton Tobin Hood – a large regional bus company based around 
Nottingham, but with a garage in Stamford. 

• BR  – British Rail – the National pre-privatisation rail operator. 

• CB – CentreBus – an East Midlands regional operator. 

• CC – Cross Country Trains – the current franchise operator of trains through Oakham, 
with a wide nationwide network. 

• CT – Central Trains – a previous operator of trains through Oakham, based in 
Birmingham with a wide regional network across the Midlands. 

• EM – East Midlands Railway – the mainline train operator serving the East Midlands 
cities, that runs occasional services through Oakham (and is, bizarrely, the firm 
responsible for running the station). 

• KI – Kinchbus – a small Loughborough based bus company 

• LR – Lincolnshire Road Car – a large regional company in the 1960s, primarily based, as 
might be expected, in Lincolnshire. 

• MR – Midland Red Leicester – the regional operator of the very large Midland Red 
network that operated buses across the wider Midlands area. 

• RC – Rutland County Council – which currently operates a small number of services for 
which no franchise partner could be found. 

• UC – United Counties Omnibus Company – a large regional company primarily based in 
the Northampton area. 

https://www.rutland.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2024-09/connectbus_bus_times_aug_2023.pdf
https://www.crosscountrytrains.co.uk/media-vnext/0eplsnrb/june-24-book-2-v3-web.pdf
https://www.eastmidlandsrailway.co.uk/timetables
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Analysis 

In what follows we consider the public transport services through time in four categories: 

• Local interurban services to Stamford, Melton Mowbray and Uppingham; 

• Regional services to Peterborough, Leicester, Nottingham, Grantham and Corby; 

• Long distance services to Birmingham, Cambridge and London; 

• Miscellaneous services for which information is incomplete – very local services, long 
distance coaches etc. 

For the first three categories we present the data in tabular form in a consistent format, and 
then discuss how these have evolved over time. Discussion of the latter category is inevitably 
rather more diffuse due to the lack of much historical information. 

Local interurban services 

Tables 1 to 3 show, in standard form, the bus and train services between Oakham and 
Stamford, Melton Mowbray and Uppingham. Journey times and number of journeys / day are 
shown. Clearly there are both train and bus options to Stamford and Melton Mowbray, but only 
bus options to Uppingham. The bus journeys in 1969 and 1999 were provided by major bus 
operators for which Oakham was at the edge of their operating area – United Counties in 
Northampton, Lincolnshire road Car, Bartons in Nottingham, Kinchbus in Loughborough. 
Currently they are provided by more local operators – primarily Blands, but with Rutland 
County Council running the current Oakham to Stamford service. The bus journey times and 
service frequencies have remained similar over the period (although note that the former can 
vary significantly depending on what villages are served on the way between urban centres. 
The loss of Sunday services is obvious from the data in the tables. What is not so obvious is the 
fact that evening services on all the bus routes have been significantly cut over the study 
period. 
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By contracts the train services have seen major improvement. The Leicester to Peterborough 
shuttles stopped at all the village stations before Beeching and the journey times between 
Oakham and Melton Mowbray and Stamford were of the order of 20 minutes. By 1969 these 
stations had closed and the journey times significantly reduced. This reduction has continued 
up to the present with faster stock being introduced on the line and, most significantly, the 
number of journeys has increased by a factor of two with the introduction of hourly through 
Birmingham to Cambridge / Stansted Airport services. These improvements have however 
resulted in a significant loss of connectivity to the villages where stations were closed in the 
1960s. 

Table 1. Oakham to Stamford 

 

1. Uppingham to Stamford via Ridlington, Wing, Oakham (Railway Station Crossing), 
Exton, Whitwell, Empingham and Great Casterton. UC also operated service 280 with 
one return journey on Fridays only from Oakham to Stamford vis Edith Weston. 

2. Oakham to Stamford via Whitwell, Empingham and Great Casterton. 

3. Oakham to Stamford via Whitwell, Empingham and Great Casterton. BL185 has one 
service from Monday to Friday and four on Saturday.  RCR9 has five services Monday to 
Friday. 

4. Leicester to Peterborough East via Syston, Frisby, Melton Mowbray, Saxby, Ashwell, 
Oakham, Manton for Uppingham, Luffenham, Ketton and Collyweston, Stamford, 
Helpston and (for some journeys) Peterborough North. 

5. Leicester to Peterborough via Melton Mowbray, Oakham and Stamford 

6. Birmingham to Cambridge / Stansted Airport via Leicester, Melton Mowbray, Stamford 
and Peterborough. 

7. Birmingham to Cambridge / Stansted Airport via Leicester, Melton Mowbray, Stamford 
and Peterborough. Also, two early morning / late evening EM services from Nottingham 
to Norwich calling at Loughborough, Melton Mowbray, Stamford and Peterborough (not 
included in table). 
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Table 2. Oakham to Melton Mowbray 

 

1. Melton Mowbray to Oakham (Station Approach) via Whissendine, Ashwell and 
Langham. Also, four journeys / day Oakham to Langham only. 

2. KIRF (Rutland Flyer) Corby to Melton Mowbray via Uppingham, Oakham and 
Cottesmore; BA2 Uppingham to Nottingham via Oakham, Langham, Whissendine and 
Melton Mowbray. 

3. BLR1 Corby to Melton Mowbray via Uppingham, Oakham, Langham and Whissendine; 
CBR2 is Oakham to Melton Mowbray via Exton, Cottesmore and Whymondham. Also, 
one BLR4 service per day Melton Mowbray to Peterborough via Oakham and Uppingham 
(not shown in table). 

4. Leicester to Peterborough East via Syston, Frisby, Melton Mowbray, Saxby, Ashwell, 
Oakham, Manton for Uppingham, Luffenham, Ketton and Collyweston, Stamford, 
Helpston and (for some journeys) Peterborough North. 

5. Leicester to Peterborough via Melton Mowbray, Oakham and Stamford. 

6. Birmingham to Cambridge / Stansted Airport via Leicester, Melton Mowbray, Stamford 
and Peterborough. 

7. Birmingham to Cambridge / Stansted Airport via Leicester, Melton Mowbray, Stamford 
and Peterborough. Also, two early morning / late evening EMT services from Nottingham 
to Norwich calling at Loughborough, Melton Mowbray, Stamford and Peterborough (not 
included in table). 

Table 3. Oakham to Uppingham 

 

1. Uppingham to Stamford via Ridlington, Wing, Oakham (Railway Station Crossing), 
Exton, Whitwell, Empingham and Great Casterton. 
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2. KIRF (Rutland Flyer) Corby to Melton Mowbray via Uppingham, Oakham and 
Cottesmore; BA2 Uppingham to Nottingham via Oakham, Langham, Whissendine and 
Melton Mowbray. 

3. Corby to Melton Mowbray via Uppingham, Oakham, Langham and Whissendine 

Regional interurban services 

In this section we consider the evolution of services from Oakham to the major surrounding 
conurbations of Peterborough, Leicester, Nottingham, Grantham and Corby (Tables 4 to 8). 
With regard to Peterborough and Leicester, the same remarks can be made as in the last 
section in terms of the rail services, with steadily decreasing journey times and a major 
improvement in service frequency. For both towns there have only ever been occasional and 
sporadic bus links, addressing specific leisure, employment or educational needs, with long 
journey times.  Direct services to Grantham were an early casualty of service rationalization 
and were not provided after the early 1970s.   

In the early 1960s train services were provided from Nottingham to Melton Mowbray, Oakham, 
Corby, Kettering and beyond. Services on this line were a major casualty of the Beeching 
closures and there are now only very limited rail services to both Nottingham and Corby. Whilst 
there was quite a good bus service from Oakham to Nottingham in 1999, operated by Barton, 
this did not last and there are now no direct bus services to that city. There are, however, 
regular services to Corby that run through Oakham to Melton Mowbray. In 1999 these were 
provided by Kinchbus and marketed as the Rutland Flyer. Now the service is operated by 
Blands. Journey times are of the order of 40 to 50 minutes. 

Table 4. Oakham to Peterborough 

 

1. Melton Mowbray to Peterborough via Langham, Oakham, Uppingham and South 
Luffernaham. 

2. Leicester to Peterborough East via Syston, Frisby, Melton Mowbray, Saxby, Ashwell, 
Oakham, Manton for Uppingham, Luffenham, Ketton and Collyweston, Stamford, 
Helpston and (for some journeys) Peterborough North 

3. Leicester to Peterborough via Melton Mowbray, Oakham and Stamford 

4. Birmingham to Cambridge / Stansted Airport via Leicester, Melton Mowbray, Stamford 
and Peterborough. 
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5. Birmingham to Cambridge / Stansted Airport via Leicester, Melton Mowbray, Stamford 
and Peterborough. Also, two early morning / late evening trains from Nottingham to 
Norwich calling at Loughborough, Melton Mowbray, Stamford and Peterborough (not 
included in table). 

Table 5. Oakham to Leicester 

 

1. Saturdays only. Oakham (Station Road) to Leicester via Braunston, Knossington, Cold 
Overton and Melton Mowbray. 

2. Leicester to Peterborough East via Syston, Frisby, Melton Mowbray, Saxby, Ashwell, 
Oakham, Manton for Uppingham, Luffenham, Ketton and Collyweston, Stamford, 
Helpston and (for some journeys) Peterborough North. 

3. Leicester to Peterborough via Melton Mowbray, Oakham and Stamford 

4. Birmingham to Cambridge / Stansted Airport via Leicester, Melton Mowbray, Stamford 
and Peterborough. 

5. Birmingham to Cambridge / Stansted Airport via Leicester, Melton Mowbray, Stamford 
and Peterborough. Also two early morning / late evening trains from Nottingham to 
Norwich calling at Loughborough, Melton Mowbray, Stamford and Peterborough (not 
included in table). 

Table 6. Oakham to Grantham 

 

1. Oakham (Railway Station) to Grantham, calling at Cottesmore, Greetham, Market 
Overton and Thistleton. Also 3 journeys from Oakham to Cottesmore only. 
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Table 7. Oakham to Nottingham 

 

1. Nottingham to Uppingham via Melton Mowbray, Whissendine, Langham and Oakham. 

2. Nottingham to Kettering, via Old Dalby, Melton Mowbray, Oakham, Manton for 
Uppingham, Gretton, Corby and Kettering, Two or three of these were from Nottingham 
(and beyond) to London St Pancras. 

3. Nottingham to Norwich calling at (Leicester), Loughborough, Melton Mowbray, Oakham, 
Stamford and Peterborough (early morning and late evening only) 

Table 8. Oakham to Corby 

 

1. Corby to Melton Mowbray via Uppingham, Oakham and Cottesmore. 

2. Corby to Melton Mowbray via Uppingham and Oakham 

3. Nottingham to Kettering, via Old Dalby, Melton Mowbray, Oakham, Manton for 
Uppingham, Gretton, Corby and Kettering. Two or three of these were from Nottingham 
(and beyond) to London St Pancras. 

4. Melton Mowbray to London St Pancras calling at Oakham and Kettering. 

 
Long distance services 

The three long-distance services we consider are Oakham to Birmingham, Cambridge and 
London (Tables 9 to 11). All of these are rail based. The first two reflect the changes described 
above to the Leicester to Peterborough services with a significantly increased number of 
services and steadily reducing journey times. The London situation is very different. When 
services ran from Nottingham to London via Oakham in the early 1960s, there were four trains 
to and from London each day. After Beeching these were withdrawn completely and it is only in 
recent years that one journey, from Melton Mowbray to London has been reinstated. Thus 



32 
 

whilst there has been considerable improvement in east / west connectivity, north / south 
connectivity has been reduced to a nominal level. 

Table 9. Oakham to Birmingham 

 

1. Birmingham to Cambridge / Norwich via Leicester, Melton Mowbray, Stamford and 
Peterborough. 

2. Birmingham to Cambridge / Stansted Airport via Leicester, Melton Mowbray, Stamford 
and Peterborough. 

3. Birmingham to Cambridge / Stansted Airport via Leicester, Melton Mowbray, Stamford 
and Peterborough 

Table 10. Oakham to Cambridge 

 

1. Birmingham to Cambridge via Leicester, Melton Mowbray, Stamford and Peterborough. 

2. Birmingham to Cambridge / Stansted Airport via Leicester, Melton Mowbray, Stamford 
and Peterborough. Birmingham to Cambridge / Stansted Airport via Leicester, Melton 
Mowbray, Stamford and Peterborough 

Table 11. Oakham to London 

 

1. Nottingham to Kettering, via Old Dalby, Melton Mowbray, Oakham, Manton for 
Uppingham, Gretton, Corby and Kettering. Two or three of these were from Nottingham 
(and beyond) to London St Pancras. 
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2. Melton Mowbray to London St Pancras via Oakham and Kettering 

Other services 

When looking at the information available from the sources listed above, it is clear that there 
are two broad categories of bus service that are not fully represented – very local services in 
and around Oakham and the nearby villages; and long-distance coach services. With regard to 
the former, it is known that local companies such as Blands provided specific services to 
places of work and education and indeed that still continues in the latest timetable. These are 
usually one or two journeys a day with no wider public transport relevance. Als Rutland County 
Council operate a minibus Rutland Hopper service around the town to out-of-town stores and 
local villages. 

It is also clear that some long distance coaches operated through Oakham, but these are  not 
easy to find, usually occurring in specific operators timetables. For example, in 1968 Barton 
operated a long-distance coach service between Corby and Glasgow (presumably for steel 
worker s to visit families), with daytime trips on Sunday, Monday and Wednesday, and 
overnight trips on Friday and Saturday, that picked up and dropped off at the Crown Hotel. 
Similarly in 1969 Trent Motor Traction, based in Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire ran weekend 
services from Derby and Nottingham to Southend on Sea, Cambridge and Clacton that ran 
through Oakham, picking up and setting down at the Market Place. There were no doubt other 
similar occasional services. 

Conclusions 

So what can one conclude from the data presented above? Firstly with regard to rail services, it 
is clear that there have been major improvements in connectivity to the east and the west, with 
reducing journey times and increased frequencies. That being said, current reliability and 
punctuality is poor and requires improvement. Services to the north and south have however 
seen major degradation and are now only represented by one journey a day to London. With 
regard to bus services, in some sense these have seen little change, with journey times and 
frequencies on most routes remaining broadly constant, at least on weekdays. That being said, 
there have been some losses – to Grantham and Nottingham in particular, Sunday services are 
non-existent and evening services have been severely cut back, Perhaps more importantly the 
service times and frequencies that were acceptable in the 1960s now simply represent a very 
basic service that is not attractive to most car-owning travellers. 

 

  

http://www.countrybus.com/independent/blands.htm
https://www.rutland.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2024-06/Hopper%20draft%20adjust%20211122.pdf
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The street topography of early Oakham 
December 8, 2024 

Introduction 

In the monograph “Oakham Lordshold in 1787”, Clough (2016) considers the map of the town 
of Oakham in Rutland produced for Lord Winchilsea in that year. This is the earliest map to 
show significant detail of the urban topography of the town, and from it Clough was able to 
infer some aspects of its late Anglo-Saxon / early Norman topography, in particular the 
existence of two enclosures encompassing the castle and the church, and the castle and a 
large portion of the town. In this post. I take his considerations somewhat further and, by 
considering the likely Anglo-Saxon road network around Oakham, infer some further features 
of the Anglo-Saxon urban topography. 

Oakham connections 

Cox (1994) in his extensive survey of Rutland place names, identifies a number of settlements 
in the Oakham area that were likely to have been in existence in the sixth and seventh centuries 
i.e. early on the Anglo Saxon era. These are as follows. 

• Place names ending in -ham, meaning village or estate. These include Oakham itself; 
Langham and Wymondham to the north west; Greetham and Grantham to the north 
east, Empingham to the east and Uppingham to the south. 

• Place names ending in -dun meaning a large hill, of which the only one in the vicinity of 
Oakham is Hambleton. 

• Place names associated with the Anglian tribe of the Hwicce of which Whissendine to 
the north of Oakham is the only one locally. 

• The villages of Brooke, which has an early attestation, and Braunston, which 
incorporates an early form of Anglo-Saxon name and has possible Roman antecedents. 

• The -well names meaning spring, and in particular Ashwell, although this might be 
slightly later than the others. 

• The major settlements in the wider region either with proven continuity since the Roman 
period or are of an early form- Leicester, Nottingham, Lincoln and Stamford. 

In what follows we presume that in the Anglo-Saxon and Norman periods, Oakham had road / 
pathway connections to these early settlements that are, broadly, the predecessors of those 
we see today at least out of the settlements themselves. Country roads are very conservative 
topographical features and change little over the centuries. Within, and on the entry to 
settlements, they would however have been more prone to change, because of building and 
commercial developments. In these terms we will consider seven such roads that converge on 
Oakham and in particular we attempt to trace the “natural” course of these roads into and 

https://profchrisbaker.com/2023/12/30/rutland-and-the-hwicce/
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through the town, again assuming that these are the courses that would have been followed in 
the Anglo-Saxon period, rather than the courses that have developed over the centuries.   

But first a broader point is worth making. Oakham was in the ninth and tenth centuries was in 
many ways at the centre of the Danelaw, with roads passing through it that connected 
Leicester in the west to Stamford and Lincoln in the east, and Northampton in the south with 
Derby and Nottingham in the north. As such, it is likely to have been of some strategic 
importance, particularly during the period when King Edward and Lady Aethelflead finally 
defeated the Danish armies in the area between 910 and 920. 

The Anglo-Saxon roads 

The roads that we are considering are shown in Figure 1 on a copy of the 1787 map as given in 
Clough (2016). These are as follows. 

 

Figure 1. The proposed early road layout 

• Road 1 from Belton and Braunston (and beyond that Leicester) that runs up what is now 
Braunston Road and West Road (formerly known as Cow Lane) and joins Road 2 to the 
west of Oakham. 

• Road 2, the current Cold Overton Rd from Knossington, runs in a west to east direction, 
across what would become many centuries later the railway crossing and into Oakham. 
If the line of the road is continued, it runs along Dean Street (A) towards the church (B), 
and not along High Street. This straight alignment is very clear from the satellite view of 
figure 2. I will argue below that High Street was a relatively late development and was 
laid out in the Norman period. I have then shown the road running to a point in the 
current market place (C) in front of the castle (D) although this last stretch is 
conjectural. 
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• Road 3 is the road from Melton Mowbray (and Derby and Nottingham beyond) through 
Wymondham and Langham. The modern approach to Oakham is via a sharp 90 degree 
turn along the railway down towards the level crossing. It will be seen below that this 
route was actually in place in the 16th century at the latest, so it is not a modern 
development. However, here we take the natural line of the road to continue from the 
north of the area marked as the Parks (E) towards the sharp kink in the modern 
Northgate (F) and then following Northgate and Church Alley to a junction with Road 2 in 
the Market Place. Again, this natural course is very obvious on the satellite view of 
Figure 2. This seems a much more natural route into the centre of the town. 

• Road 4 is from Ashwell and Greesham (and beyond that Grantham) that is taken to 
follow the existing course of Burley Rd. east of the castle to a junction with Road 5.  

• The course of Road 5 from Stamford and Empingham has changed significantly over the 
centuries, as it was moved to loop around Catmose Hall. Clough conjectures that it 
used to entire town through either or both of Bull Lane (G) or Tanners Lane (H) to the 
north of Bull St. We choose the latter course here as it allows this road to meet those 
from the west in the Market Place. 

• Road 6 from Uppingham and Preston follows its modern course to the end of Mill St. (J) 
and then cuts across to meet the other roads in the Market Place, 

• Road 7 from Brooke and Riddlington follows the current course of Mill St.  to a junction 
with Road 6 (J). 

 

Figure 2. Satellite views of the western and northern approaches 
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The Saxon / early Norman enclosures. 

Figure 1 also shows two enclosures. The black dotted lines is a (very) conjectural boundary of 
the Anglo-Saxon settlement, based on the discovery of boundary ditches at K, L and M 
summarised by Clough. The purple solid line is the enclosure surrounding the castle and the 
church identified by Clough, largely on the basis of the flooded ditch at N (that has also been 
identified in archaeological investigations). Taken together these two enclosures would seem 
to represent the extent of the Anglo—Saxon and early Norman settlement. The strategic and 
defensive position of the castle (and in particular the Motte in the south east corner P) adjacent 
to the meeting point of the roads through the town is very clear. The most striking point about 
the proposed reconstruction is the absence of the High Street – its anomalous orientation with 
regard to the other roads suggests it postdated the original road layout. South Street was 
however likely to be in existence early as it marks the southern boundary of the enclosure. Note 
its original course ran straight from the west to the east, and did not diverge to the south east at 
its eastern end. 

Changes in the Norman period 

 

Figure 3. The post-conquest road layout 

Figure 3 shows the road system and enclosures in the later Norman period. Clough identified 
the enclosure outlined in green that contains the castle and the portion of the town to the 
south. He speculates that the pattern of enclosures was changed when the manor was 
relinquished by (probably) William II and divided between Lordshold and Deanshold (the Dean 
referring to being that of Westminster Abbey), with the results that the church and the castle 
holdings were separated. This enclosure was again identified on the basis of a flooded ditch at 
Q. Clearly the function of this enclosure is very different and seems to be about controlling the 
movement of people and goods through the town (presumably for taxation purposes). It is like 
that this is the period when the current High Street came into existence. The Speed map of 
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1611 (Figure 4) shows “Bargate” at R, (built into the current Flores House) where presumably 
people and goods were assessed . The road system has also been changed to ensure all traffic 
flows along High Street. In the west, Road 3 was rerouted, probably in the first instance to 
follow the current line of Park Lane (S) down to Road 2. At some point the area named as the 
Parks was enclosed (both routes are shown on the 1611 map), and the route would again have 
been changed to run around this area, resulting in the modern road configuration (T). The 
current traffic chaos around the level crossing on the Cold Overton Road thus has its genesis 
many centuries ago! The combined roads 2 and 3 were then rerouted along the new High 
Street, rather than down Dean Street. To the east, it is likely that the Stamford Road was 
rerouted to come into town via what is now Bull Lane. 

 

Figure 4. The Speed map of 1611 

Loose ends 

In this final section we note a number of what might be called loose ends in the above 
argument – the lack of destinations for one of the identified roads; the lack of direct roads from 
a significant place in the locality and the nature of the town “gates”. 

A road to nowhere 

Road 2 approaches Oakham on a straight route from the west, and within the town becomes 
Dean Street. But where was it coming from? There are no settlements out in that direction that 
can be confidently given an early date. Two thoughts come to mind – either that it was part of a 
somewhat roundabout route to Leicester, or that it was the route to what can be surmised to be 
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early fortifications of the Rutland border to the west (where a number of names indicate 
beacons). There are no doubt other possibilities. 

The route to Hambleton 

There are clear indications in Domesday that the major settlement in the area at the time was 
Hambleton, and it was suggested above that this settlement was of an early date. As far as can 
be ascertained from the fairly recent maps that are available, the route there was a 90 degree 
junction of the Stamford Road (see the 1900 Ordnance Survey map of Figure 5). However the 
map shows a pedestrian way to the west of the junction that cuts of a corner and is a much 
more natural way to Hambleton. It seems possible that the Stamford Road bifurcated at that 
point with branches to Empingham and Stamford to the north and Hambleton and Ketton to 
the south, but that this junction was supressed during the enclosures. So Road 5 might better 
be referred to as the road to Hambleton, Empingham and Stamford 

 

Figure 5. The road to Hambleton (from 1900 Ordnance Survey map 

The gates 

“Gates” is an ambiguous word. It can either refer to a physical gate to the town, or be a 
derivation from the Norse -gata simply meaning road. Bearing this in mind, Clough identifies 
two gates – an East gate at the entry of the Stamford Road into the enclosure around the 
present Bull Lane, and a West gate – the Bar-gate mentioned above. The road system was 
clearly arranged to direct all traffic through these, and resulted in quite a small central 
enclosure. 

Now, whilst no south gate has ever been identified, from the earliest maps, there is a Gibbet 
Gate shown on the Speed Map on Stamford Road (Figure 4). This is someway outside the 
enclosed areas, and is this case the word gate probably simply defines a road rather than 
anything else. albeit one leading to a somewhat grisly destination. 

The name Northgate, however, appears on a number of maps. On the Speed map this is 
positioned somewhere near the railway crossing, and on later maps, the current Northgate is 
known by either that name or by Northgate Street. Again, this could either refer to an actual 

https://profchrisbaker.com/2023/12/30/rutland-and-the-hwicce/
https://profchrisbaker.com/2023/12/30/rutland-and-the-hwicce/
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gate to the town, or simply a way to denote a road. But if there was an actual North Gate, where 
was it?  In my view, the most likely position is at the current sharp junction of the modern 
Northgate – F in figure 1, on the original Melton Road and at the possible confluence of the 
Saxon town and Castle / Church enclosures. A modern photograph is shown in Figure 6 below – 
taken from the east showing the possible location of the north gate (the thatched cottages) and 
the line of the road from there to the castle. 

 

Figure 6. The possible location of the north gate 

References 

Clough T. H. McK. (2016) ” Oakham Lordshold in 1787 – A map and survey of Lord Winchilsea’s 
Oakham estate” Rutland Local History & Record Society, Occasional Publication No 12 

Cox B (1994) “The place-names of Rutland” English Place Name Society 

  



41 
 

Oakham adverts 1932 
December 18, 2025 

Recently I have come across a number of old Church Guides and Histories for All Saints 
Church in Oakham- from 1932, 1972 and 1980. PDFS of these can be found on the History and 
Heritage page of the church website. There comes a time of course when old guides and 
histories become historical documents in their own right, revealing how the church was 
thought of and communicated at the time of writing, and in their description of their 
contemporary activities, give an indication of the nature of the church’s worship and other 
activities. This is particularly true of the 1932 guide – The Story of Oakham Church, School and 
Castle by the then vicar, A. Edward Fraser. In what follows I post just a few pages from this this 
guide – the adverts it contained for local businesses that paid for its publication. These are 
given below, and I suspect that Oakham readers will find them of considerable interest. 

https://oakhamteam.org.uk/oakham-and-langham-2/all-saints-history-and-heritage/
https://oakhamteam.org.uk/oakham-and-langham-2/all-saints-history-and-heritage/
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The City of Stanley in Rutland 
April 10, 2026 

Introduction 

Recently, whilst researching some aspects of the history of All Saints Church in Oakham, I 
found some really useful articles in the Rutland Magazine and County Historical Record from 
the early years of the 20th century. It seems that this magazine had only a limited life span, but 
the volumes that were published contain some interesting and in depth articles on aspects of 
Rutland history. As I was browsing the contents, I found, in the very first edition, an article by A J 
Waterfield of Stamford, in which he reviews a 1902 reprint of a 1763 book that sets out an 
alternative history of England, and in particular describes the reign of King George VI of Britain 
between 1900 and 1925. In reviewing the book, Mr Waterfield was delighted to find that it 
contains a description of King George’s new capital – the City of Stanley just south of 
Uppingham in Rutland! I shared his delight and enjoyment, so I thought I would share his 
article here. This is set out in the next section. This is followed by some further notes on the 
eventful reign of King George VI as foreseen from 1763, more on the city of Stanley, and a short 
discussion on the authorship of the original book. 

The City of Stanley, Rutland by Mr A J Waterfield 

Rutland Magazine and County Historical Record, 1, 34-36 

 

Having got over the first flush of tempestuous joy, which followed the arrival of the prospectus 
of the Rutland Magazine, I am now able to read through the same in a spirit of almost judicial 
calm, in a manner dispassionate, and again with ‘ Pleasure at the helm.’ In the list of articles 
shown as intended for publication, I observe, that one of the many good things promised is 
styled, ” The Lost Villages of Rutland.” Now the purpose of my present endeavour is to set down 
a few rambling remarks respecting a City of Rutland which was never founded. It is just a 
hundred and forty years since there was issued anonymously—printed in London—a little book 
of about a hundred leaves, bearing title, “The Reign of George VI.” As the name barely affords a 
glimmer as to the drift of the work, 

taken up at a what’s-to-come period, and begun at an era that will not begin these hundred 
years, 
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I may be allowed to use the words of the Editor of a reprint, sent out three years ago. Mr. Oman, 
the well-known author, and Fellow of All Souls’ College, Oxford, says : 

The author was intending to influence the men of his own day, by pointing out, in the actions of 
his puppets what ought to be done and what avoided in the Year of Grace 1763. 

The author himself, begins with a reference to Swift’s History of Captain Lemuel Gulliver 
[written 1726], and goes on to say, 

The modesty which is ever the companion of true merit, would by no means admit your author 
to think of a parallel between this history and the travels of Captain Gulliver. 

Briefly then, the volume, under present notice, is a forecast—the years of the ‘ action ‘ being 
1900-1925,—and at this stage, that part of the subject concerning the nature and tendency of 
“The Reign of George VI” may be dismissed. The part played by the gallant little county which 
the Saxons called Roteland, will presently be discerned. Our author writes: 

London, though the wonder of the world, never pleased the King. The meanness of his 
Majesty’s palace disgusted him; he had a taste for architecture, and determined to exert it in 
raising an edifice, that should at once do honour to his kingdom, and add splendour to his 
court. 

In Rutlandshire, near Uppingham, was a small hunting box of the late King’s, which George 
admired ; not for the building, but its beautiful situation. Few parts of his dominions could 
afford a more desirable spot for such a purpose. The old seat stood on an elevated situation 
which commanded an extensive prospect over the adjacent country. It was almost surrounded 
with extensive woods ; which having been artfully planted, added the greatest beauty to the 
prospect, without intercepting the view. On one side there was an easy descent of about three 
miles, which led into an extensive plain, through which a river took its meandering course. 
Many villages seemed to rise here and there from out the woods, which gave a great variety to 
the scene, and the fertile plain was one continued prospect of villages, groves, meadows, and 
rivulets, and all was in the neighbourhood of a noble and capacious forest. 

 

Stoke Dry, 2009 – Wikipedia 
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The location of Stanley – Digimap 

The landscape here described is that seen from Stoke Dry, the river the peaceful Welland, and 
the neighbouring forest, that of Rockingham. I remember reading, some years since, an 
ecstatic description of this quite charming spot, by an American visitor (perhaps Elihu Burritt, 
but I am not sure), whose opinion was that this viewpoint was one of the most delightful in the 
United Kingdom. Hereabout then, it is written, was begun, (one of several plans having been 
chosen), the building of a palace for his Majesty, to the exceeding wonder, no doubt, of the 
whole countryside. Toward the cost, a generous Parliament voted a first grant of a million 
sterling. 

Nothing was spared to make this palace the wonder of the world, 

and without touching details this bare statement is, in itself, quite sufficient to engage our 
interest, if not wonderment. Then followed, through the accident of an afterthought, the raising 
of some public edifices, Saint Stephen’s church and the Academy of Architecture being the 
first two ; of the latter, Gilbert, the King’s architect, was the first President. Later, 

most of the nobility and many of the rich commoners, in imitation of their sovereign, erected 
magnificent palaces at Stanley, 

by which name the fast uprising city became known. 



46 
 

What gave a prodigious increase to this noble city was the erection of the Senate House : that 
noble building . . . . the admiration of all Europe. 

To hark back a little, I should before have mentioned that, by Act of Parliament, the Welland 
was made navigable 

to the very plain at the bottom of the hill 

 on which the city was growing, for the purpose of the conveyance of the material required. 
Portland stone only was used, and 

” the houses were all built to form one general front on each side of every street,” 

a regularity which might very easily have proved wearisome. An Academy of Painting was 
formed, on a grand scale, and about the same time the King’s palace was finished, eight years 
after its commencement. We read that the shell of the building alone cost eight millions 
sterling, and that the Spanish Escurial and Versailles were each 

infinitely exceeded by Stanley 

More than a dozen pages of the book are given up to the description of the city of Stanley to 
name the wonders and outstanding features of which would be, as it were, to compile a 
catalogue. By the year 1921, it is written, Stanley possessed a Cathedral which 

in architecture, grandeur and extent far exceeded Saint Peters’ at Rome, 

while the gardens of the King’s palace were become an eighth wonder in the land. The city had 
grown to be four miles square ; it had its University, 

and was evidently become the metropolis of the three, or rather, four kingdoms. 

And here we must take our leave of the amazing City of Stanley, Rutland, having in no 
appreciable degree exhausted the written account of its glories. 

As a pendant to the foregoing, I proceed to add that, in regard to the authorship of “George VI” 
Mr. Oman, in his Editorial preface, invited information. I sought the aid of Mr. Joseph Phillips, 
F.S.A., that Admirable Crichton in everything relating to the history and records of Stamford and 
the district around. One learned that the author was the Rev. William Hanbury, an eighteenth 
century Rector of Church Langton, Leicestershire, an account of whose by no means Lilliputian 
achievements, not less than his gigantic (Brobdingnagian is quite too unwieldy) schemes form 
a really remarkable chapter, in what may be termed local history. Then some pleasant 
correspondence with Mr. Oman, to whom was given (as a matter of course), the name of my 
informant, the sterling gentleman whose recent death we all deplore. 
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Palace of Versaille The Escurial St Peter’s Rome 

 

King George VI 

“The reign of George VI” was written in 1763, three years into the reign of the real George III. In 
the alternate history he is followed by George IV, George V. George VI then came to the throne in 
1900. This suggests long reigns for the first three of these Georges, implying either that at least 
one of them fathered a child in his old age, or they were not necessarily all fathers and sons. By 
1900, when George VI came to the throne, Britain was faced with an aggressive, expansionist 
Russian Empire that had taken over much of northern Europe. In the first year of his reign, the 
Russians invaded Britain, engaging in major land and sea battles. The nature of warfare was 
very much that of the 18th century – based on infantry and cavalry, with the leaders of the army 
being Earls and Dukes. Parliament refused at first to sanction money for the nation’s defence, 
partly because the Czar 

had conveyed immense sums into England, and had most politically distributed them to the 
most advantageous purposes 

but under pressure from the mob, parliament 

they now offered to address his Majesty to take the state under his protection, 

which in effect meant royal control over the exchequer, with which he properly equipped the 
army. The Russians were defeated at Wetherby under the field leadership of the king. The 
description given of the battle would not out of place in War and Peace. But this was not the 
end, and ongoing skirmishes with France tipped over into full scale warfare, with the army and 
the navy of the French king being supplemented by the remains of the Russian forces. George 
then led a small army into Flanders and northern France and forced the French into 
submission and a peace treaty was signed. The ensuring peace, in 1903, enabled George to 
turn to more peaceful interests in building up his country, and in particular in the building of his 
city of Stanley. The peace lasted until 1917, when the Russians attacked the German Empire, 
assisted, naturally enough, by the French. George took his army to assist Germany, and helped 
fight of the Russians, and defeat the French armies. In 1919 he entered Paris in triumph. 
Europe by this time was in a state of political and economic confusion, and George fought 
minor skirmishes and military actions throughout the next year, to subdue the Spanish in 
particular. The American colonists, still loyal to the crown, played their part in the defeat and 

https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/The_Reign_of_George_VI_1900_1925/dTdJAAAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=The+reign+of+King+George+VI&printsec=frontcover
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overrunning of Mexico. It culminated with a victorious George being 
crowned King of France in 1920. 

Entertaining as all of this alternative history is, it is of course, simply a 
reflection of the period in which it was written and of the concerns of 
that time. The armies were those of the 18th century, the countries and 
empires that threatened George were similarly those of that period. 
Monarchs and aristocracies still ruled and the French and American 
revolutions hadn’t happened. The huge changes brought about by the 
Industrial Revolution simply weren’t foreseen. The editor of the revised 
edition, Charles Oman has much more to say in his preface about the 
nature of the book’s predictions and how they relate to the politics of 
the original author’s own day. 

The City of Stanley 

As noted by Mr. Waterfield, he only gives the briefest of accounts of the 
City of Stanley, and the book contains much more information than 
that which he included. Rather than trying to summarise it, I have 
extracted the Stanley material and this is given in Appendix 1 

But here I would make one or two further points. Firstly, I presume the 
name of the city comes from the Stanleys who were of course the Earls 
of Derby and very prominent in politics and intrigue for many centuries 
before the book was written, But as far as I can see, the choice of name 
is not made explicit anywhere. I fear that I struggle to take the name 
seriously, Stanley being forever associated in my mind with Stanley 
Unwin, Stanly Baxter and Stan(ley) Laurel. But that is my problem. 

Secondly it is clear that, as with the political situation that is supposed, 
in architectural and planning terms, the author is reflecting his own 
time, and the city he envisages is essentially Georgian. I find it has a 
slightly nightmarish quality to it – grand, but rather soulless buildings, 
with no indication of commercial or domestic life. Indeed one wonders 
where all those who will provide for the aristocratic occupants of 
Stanley will live and where its food will come from – cities do not exists 
in a vacuum. At the very least the surrounding areas of Rutland would 
have been wholly changed in nature. 

Similarly there is nothing about transport. One might have expected something about a grand 
road connecting Stanley with London – the author must have surely been aware of John 
Ogilby’s Britannia from 1675, which showed strip maps starting in London (see the map for our 
area to the left). Two years before the book was written, in 1761, the Bridgewater canal had 
been opened in the northwest and was seen as a major technological achievement. That is 

Extract from 
Britannia by John 

Ogiliby, 1675 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Britannia_(atlas)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Britannia_(atlas)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bridgewater_Canal
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perhaps reflected in the mention of the canalisation of the Welland. Elsewhere in the book, 
where King George’s munificence to the general population is described, it is stated that canals 
connected every city in the realm – more or less the only transportation development that is 
described. 

 

The City of Stanley – from Gemeni 2 AI 

Who was the author? 

Charles Oman, the editor of the reprint of 1902, was of the view that the author of “The reign of 
George VI” was clearly local to Rutland, because of his knowledge of the topography on which 
Stanley was built, and it is hard ot disagree with that. There are a couple of other indications 
pointing in that direction. Firstly, the canalisation of the Welland had been achieved in some 
fashion 100 years before in 1670 by the building of the Stamford Canal from Market Deeping to 
Stamford bypassing a stretch of the Welland that was used by mills and was not navigable. This 
predated the building of the first modern canal (the Bridgwater mentioned above) by 100 years 
and contributed greatly to the commercial success of Stamford. It is plausible to suppose that 
the author was aware of this attempt to make the Welland navigable in the development of his 
ideas. 

The second point also relates to Stamford. Stanley is said to have 25 parish churches. In this of 
course, it resembles London, but Stamford also had a multiplicity of small parishes and their 
churches within the town. Again, this was an idea on which the author might have drawn. 

As can be seen from Mr Waterfield’s article, he identified the author as the Rev. William 
Hanbury, Rector of Church Langton in Leicestershire (1725-1778), and he was certainly an 
interesting character – a clergyman, garden and plantation creator, music festival organiser 
and philanthropist. But there seems to be little indication that he authored books and 
pamphlets such as the Reign of King George VI. Neither was he particularly local to Rutland. 

On the edition of the book on Google Books, there is a note “Maddon?” which seems to refer to 
the Irish author Rev. Samuel Maddon (1686-1765). One of Maddon’s early works, from 1733, 
was what has been described as the first science fiction book “Memoirs of the 20th century” 

https://andrewwilshere.com/jeow/JEOW_Hanbury.pdf
https://andrewwilshere.com/jeow/JEOW_Hanbury.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samuel_Madden_(author)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Memoirs_of_the_Twentieth_Century
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which included the first recorded depiction of time travel and consisted of diplomatic letters 
from between 1997 and 1999 in the reign of King George VI. The political situation depicted is 
however very much of his own time, with international relations mirroring those of 1733. The 
parallels are obvious, but there is no indication that Maddon was familiar with Rutland, and it 
may be that his book simply served as the inspiration for “The Reign of King George VI”. 

To my mind, neither Hanbury or Maddon has a convincing case for being the author of the work 
considered here. I would look for somebody who lived in the Rutland / Stamford area, but as to 
who that might be I have no idea at all. 

  
William Hanbury – National Portrait Gallery Samuel Maddon – National Portrait Gallery 
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Appendix 1. The city of Stanley 
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The City of Stanley 

Extracts from the Reign of George VI 

https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/The_Reign_of_George_VI 

 

From Chapter 4 

……. Hitherto his time had been engrossed by more weighty concerns; but now that peace left 
him the master of his time, he displayed a taste and genius in more arts than that of war. London, 
though the wonder of the world, never pleased the King. Its prodigious size was its only boast; it 
contained few buildings that did honour to the nation; in a word, it was a city finely calculated 
for trade, but not for the residence of the polite arts. The meanness of his Majesty's palace 
disgusted him; he had a taste for architecture, and determined to exert it in raising an edifice, 
that should at once do honour to his kingdom, and add splendour to his court. 

In Rutlandshire, near Uppingham, was a small hunting box of the late King's, which George 
admired; not for the building, but its beautiful situation. In his hours of rural amusements the 
King formed the design of raising a palace. Few parts of his dominions could afford a more 
desirable spot for such a purpose. The old seat stood on an elevated situation, which 
commanded an extensive prospect over the adjacent country. It was almost surrounded with 
extensive woods; which, having been artfully planted, added the greatest beauty to the 
prospect, without intercepting the view. On one side there was an easy descent of about three 
miles, which led into an extensive plain, through which a river took its meandering course. Many 
villages seemed to rise here and there from out the woods, which gave a great variety to the 
scene, and the fertile plain was one continued prospect of villages, groves, meadows, and 
rivulets, and all was in the neighbourhood of a noble and capacious forest. 

This charming situation must have struck any person of less taste than the King; he was charmed 
with it at the first sight, and soon after thought of building a palace on so advantageous a 
situation. The famous Gilbert, whose name is immortalized by so many works of genius, was, at 
that time, architect to the King. He drew the plans of several palaces, out of which his Majesty 
chose one; and immediately set him about the work. Many difficulties were to be over-come 
before even the first stone could be laid; the fabric was to be built with Portland stone, which 
could not be brought to the spot without an infinite expense over-land; to remedy this 
inconvenience, the parliament passed an act to make the River Welland navigable to the very 
plain, at the bottom of the hill on which the intended palace was to be raised. The same sessions 
also granted his Majesty a million sterling towards the expense of building this magnificent pile. 
The King spared no cost to render this edifice the most magnificent and superb palace in the 
universe. 

In the plain above described his Majesty formed the scheme of raising a city; but was staggered 
at the thoughts of the expense; however, Moor the architect hinted to him, that if his Majesty was 

https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/The_Reign_of_George_VI
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to raise a few public edifices, and remove some of the courts from London thither, they would 
alone occasion numbers to build near their residence; that his Majesty's fixing his own residence 
there, would also occasion a vast increase of building.—The King was pleased with the thought, 
and determined to execute it. The great Gilbert drew the ground plot of that part which now 
reaches from St. Mary's church quite to Great Hollis-Street and Scotland Square. St. Stephen's 
was his work too, and is a beautiful monument of his taste and genius; that church and the 
academy, for architecture, [4] were the two first public buildings that were raised; Moor was the 
artist who erected the latter; but this deserves a more particular mention. 

Architecture was one of the King's favourite studies; but its being an art was recommendation 
enough for that great Monarch to encourage it. The plan on which this academy was formed, was 
finely imagined to secure a perpetual protection. It consisted of a President, with a salary of two 
thousand pounds a year; Gilbert was the first: Six[5] senior and twelve[6] junior professors, the 
former five, and the latter three hundred pounds a year each. What a noble institution was this. 
Worthy the Monarch who formed the out-line, and the Minister that finished the design.[7] George 
had the satisfaction of seeing Stanley increased beyond what his most ardent wishes could have 
desired. Most of the nobility, and many of the rich commoners, in imitation of their Sovereign, 
erected magnificent palaces; it grew the fashion among the higher order of his subjects to erect 
houses at Stanley. The Dukes of Suffolk, Buckingham, Richmond, Kent, and Bridgewater, the 
Earls of Surry, Winchelsea, Middleton and Bury, and Mr. Molesworth, particularly distinguished 
themselves by the splendour of their palaces, amongst many others. But what gave a prodigious 
increase to this noble city was the erection of the senate house: that noble building, which is 
now the admiration of all Europe, was the master-piece of the celebrated Moor. The front is 
certainly one of the finest pieces of architecture in the world. It was finished in 1913. The same 
year the parliament assembled in it; and here I cannot help quoting a passage in their address, 
as the praise it contains was perfectly merited by this great Monarch.—"Assembled in this 
edifice, which is one of the many marks of your Majesty's magnificence, and princely 
encouragement of the arts and sciences, we cannot omit congratulating your Majesty on the 
completion of so noble a monument of your grandeur and the nation's glory. And we return your 
Majesty our most dutiful acknowledgements, for so splendid a mark of your esteem for your 
parliament, which led you to erect so magnificent a senate house out of your private revenue. 
We join with the rest of your Majesty's subjects in expressing our admiration of your royal and 
princely virtues; your noble encouragement of the arts and sciences, adds a fresh lustre to the 
title of hero, which your Majesty's great actions had before most justly conferred."—This session 
voted the King a million sterling for the senate house, and granted five hundred thousand pounds 
a year till his Majesty's building should be finished. 

Nothing could exceed the magnificence of Gilbert's plan for this glorious city. The houses were 
all built to form one general front on each side of every street. Nothing was used but Portland 
stone. The streets were broad, well paved, and the buildings not too high. Many noble squares 
were marked out; and some finished. The theatre was the work of his Majesty himself, who drew 
the plan, and showing it to Gilbert, that great man told the King it had not a single fault;—but this 
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compliment had not sincerity enough in it. It certainly contains some blemishes, but is 
undoubtedly a work of genius. The three centuries before his Majesty's reign did not produce so 
fine a building. Its simplicity and grandeur are admirable. 

The academy of painting was another institution which would alone have rendered the memory 
of any Monarch dear to the arts and sciences. It was reserved for the age of George VI. to be 
graced with a list of great artists in this country, whose works should render their own names as 
well as his immortal. From the foundation of the English monarchy to the age of George, Britain 
had never seen a painter that could rank in the first class of foreign artists. But though this great 
King could not create, yet he drew by his encouragements and rewards, artists from their 
retirements, and set them to work. No genius ever met with even a rebuke from George; merit 
was sure to be rewarded; and excellence in any art the certain road to fortune. Gilbert was the 
architect of the building, and its grandeur is well known; the President of this academy had a 
salary of two thousand pounds a year; ten seats, each five hundred; and forty young artists were 
maintained, and had apartments allotted them, with pensions of one hundred pounds a year 
each. Nothing was ever better planned to promote the progress of this delightful art; and its 
success in England under this reign was accordingly prodigious. Nicholson, an English artist, 
and whose name will for ever stand foremost in the list of painters was the President of the 
academy. Besides which appointment he was loaded with riches, and created a Baronet. The 
battle of the angels, in the salon of the palace, which this great man painted, is second to no 
picture in the world. Tomkins, Vere, and Norton, were all English artists, and not inferior to the 
celebrated Italians of the age of Leo X. The first was equal to Correggio himself, and the last 
exceeded Dominichi and Guido. Who does not glow with ardour at the remembrance of the 
works of these divine masters? Who does not regret their loss?—they are gone, and have left but 
few behind them that can pretend to any degree of competition. The other artists that had seats 
in the academy are well known: Simpson painted the Jupiter Olympos in the salon of Apollo; a 
picture which would alone have immortalised him. The most splendid court in Europe was sure 
to be attended with a multitude of foreign artists. Spinoza, Martileat, and Carvianté, were 
received in the most distinguished manner by the King, and had each pensions of five hundred 
pounds granted them, besides being liberally paid for their works. Never was any art so much 
obliged to a Sovereign, as that of painting to George VI. 

The palace itself, which has for so many years been the delight and wonder of Britain, was 
finished in 1915, eight years after its foundation. Never was any building raised so 
expeditiously.—It was, indeed, astonishing; but, the King sparing no expense, Gilbert finished 
this superb edifice in so short a time, by means of the infinite number of hands he kept 
constantly employed on it. It would be endless to describe this amazing pile of building; and it 
has already been done in all the languages of Europe. The famous Escurial of Philip the IId. of 
Spain, and Versailles of Lewis XIV. of France, of both which we read such pompous accounts, 
were infinitely exceeded by Stanley. The shell of the building alone cost the King above eight 
millions sterling. The adorning and furnishing it was the work of above fifty years, and the 
expense infinite. The ceilings and apartments were painted by Nicholson, Tomkins, Vere, Norton, 
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and many other celebrated artists. The King had no sooner begun to build than he sent 
connoisseurs through all Europe to collect paintings, statues, rarities, books, and manuscripts, 
and in these commissions he spared no expense. He even dispatched Ambassadors to 
Constantinople, and throughout all Asia, to make collections, and always choosing the 
properest men for executing his commands, he succeeded better than any Monarch that ever 
attempted to tread in his footsteps. The palace of Stanley thus became the repository of all the 
curiosities which the world afforded. No wonder his palace became so celebrated, and drew 
such numbers of foreigners into England, when the collection of pictures and statues it 
contained were almost equal in value, and number of capital pieces, to what remained 
throughout all Europe; and his library contained above thirteen hundred thousand valuable 
books and manuscripts. 

This glorious building was not only the residence of royalty, but might properly be called the 
Temple of the Muses. In his hours of relaxation from business the King here conversed with 
Reynolds, that great genius, who united the elegance of Mason and the genius of Shakespear: 
with Young, whose comedies far exceeded those of the celebrated Symonds: with Pine, who, to 
the inventive imagination of Milton, added the correctness and harmony of Pope. What a 
memorable epoch was it in history, when a George VI. conversed with three great poets, in a 
palace built by Gilbert, and painted by Nicholson…. 

 

From Chapter 9 

…… But there was one circumstance which pleased the King in this, as in some other sessions—
its meeting at Stanley; where he had summoned them. He there found himself in the midst of 
his own creation, and was never so well pleased, as when he was engaged in raising noble piles 
of architecture; in conversing with men of genius, and planning future establishments in favour 
of the arts and sciences. Had the other Princes of Europe been possessed of such a philosophic 
disposition, George would never have attacked his neighbours; he was far more pleased to be at 
the head of an academy at Stanley, than of a victorious army, conquering a great kingdom. 

Four years were now elapsed since George had been able to attend his buildings at this noble 
city with that care and over-sight which he desired. His residence there was but by snatches; he 
now and then caught a month flying, but the city was much enlarged in his absence. He had 
entrusted the management of the buildings to Gilbert; but every one who built houses, were left 
at liberty in every point but the front; the side of every street formed a regular one, and fancy itself 
could not form an idea of any thing more truly magnificent than all the streets of Stanley: they 
exhibited all that was great and elegant, with the utmost variety, that genius could invent; and as 
this superb city was evidently become the metropolis of the three, or rather four kingdoms, the 
streets increased prodigiously: most of the nobility and gentry spent their winters at Stanley; the 
seat of every thing that could charm the wise, the rich, and the luxurious. London was already 
degenerated into a mere trading capital; and the King was every day planning the removal of 
those offices, which it was in his power to transport to his favourite city. 
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His Majesty ordered Comins, the architect, to draw the plan of an edifice designed for the 
Chancery: that ingenious architect brought him the sketch of the building as it now remains; but 
it was not equal to some other works at Stanley, nor indeed to several churches of Comins's 
raising, in which he was peculiarly excellent.—Yet the Chancery is a very noble building, and 
does honour to its author. It contains immense apartments for the several courts of law. But the 
grand design which drew the attention of the whole kingdom; was, the cathedral of St. John, 
which was raising by the great Gilbert;—that great man, whose invention perhaps was never 
exceeded, was indebted to nothing but his imagination for the design of that astonishing edifice: 
the architecture, grandeur, and extent, far exceed St. Peter's at Rome; and is certainly one of the 
greatest monuments of George's magnificence, and even a wonder of the world. In the year 
1921, Stanley, besides this superb cathedral, containing forty-three parish churches, many of 
them famous over the whole world for their architecture and magnificence; and was four miles 
in length, and near as much in breadth. 

Among those glorious establishments which reflect so bright a lustre on the reign of this great 
King; one of the most distinguished was the academy of polite learning. It was certainly very 
wonderful, that all the kingdoms in Europe, should have their academies near four centuries 
before Great-Britain, but George supplied the want of every thing that reflected an honour on his 
country. This noble institution, consisted of a president, but the number of members was not 
limited; the former had two thousand pounds a year, and the latter three hundred each; the first 
creation was of twenty-three members: and perhaps no period of time can display a brighter 
union of geniuses. The most distinguished were, How, whose essays, letters, discourses, and 
poetical pieces, gained him such a great reputation, both for his learning and genius; he was the 
president. Reynolds, whose tragedies are so famous.—Young, the comic writer.—Price, the 
author of our British epic.—Minors, Wilson, and Philipson, all wrote both admirable tragedies 
and comedies,—Walpole, whose sketches on many subjects are so elegant and pleasing—
Crouse, Charlton, and Earle, in history: Charlton's History of Britain was perhaps never 
exceeded.—But it would be tedious to name all their celebrated works, which are now in every 
body's hands. Never was any institution better calculated for refining the English language, or 
for promoting literature in all its branches. The prizes which were every year given for the best 
tragedies, comedies, and essays, on variety of subjects, at the same time that they raised a spirit 
of emulation, were a means of enriching the votaries of genius. 

George was solely bent on rendering the city of Stanley, the seat of every thing that was either 
useful or elegant: the Duke of Suffolk, his favourite Minister, hinted to him one day in 
conversation, the foundation of a university. The King considered of the scheme, and liking a plan 
that would adorn the city with so many noble buildings as the colleges; determined at last to put 
it in execution. The academy of architecture furnished plans, and the King gave each member a 
noble opportunity of rivalling each other. The author of each plan that was approved, was 
permitted by the King to be the architect. Nothing could excel the magnificent establishments 
which were made in favour of this new university: the professors, masters, &c. were all appointed 
with the utmost consideration; none but men of unblemished morals, and great learning, were 
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advanced to any posts in it. Scholars, not only from all parts of the King's dominions, but from 
all Europe, flocked to be admitted in the university of Stanley, which had many advantages, 
that could be enjoyed by no other: what still increased this ardour, was its cheapness, the bounty 
of the King, made it one of the cheapest seminaries for the education of youth, in the world.—
No plan could have ornamented Stanley with a greater number of noble edifices: all the colleges, 
but particularly St. George's, are admirable, and perhaps the world cannot boast such a number 
of buildings with so few faults. St. John's is the worst; but St. George's, of which Gilbert was the 
architect, is inferior to no edifice of its kind in the world. 

The Arsenal was the work of Salviola; and is undoubtedly the most stupendous building of that 
nature in Europe: the plainness of the front is admirable: and the situation, making one side of 
that noble square[2], was chose with great judgement. It was kept constantly filled with artillery, 
and all sorts of ammunition, to an immense amount: another front was composed of the War 
Office; a third of the Admiralty; and the fourth of the Barracks; all buildings that would challenge 
the world for rivals, and which together formed the most perfect and beautiful square in Europe. 

But while these celebrated piles of magnificence were raising: the King was employing some part 
of his time in laying out the gardens of his palace; he neglected any such additions for some 
years, the woods which almost surrounded him were of themselves so beautiful: but at last he 
formed the scheme of sketching gardens equal to his palace: he drew several plans himself; 
these amusements and employments were worthy such a Monarch as George, and no man 
could succeed in them better: behind the palace, the vast woods of oak and beech, almost 
joined the building. The King laid out a grass lawn, to the back front, half a mile long, and a 
quarter broad, and round it to a considerable distance, made it beautifully picturesque: the 
appearance of art was entirely banished; nature was never forced, but assisted: he dug an 
immense piece of water, of one hundred acres, and raised a mountain by it; which is certainly 
one of the most beautiful spots in the world: by means of a prodigious quantity of masonry, he 
formed many precipices, which in some places almost hung over the water, these were covered 
with mould to a great depth, and the whole hill presented the view of one beautiful hanging wood 
of beech, here and there adorned with a little temple, or spire, peeping just above the trees; 
which made the whole most beautifully romantic: from off the hill, was seen at some distance, 
a noble prospect, and you looked down on the lake, surrounded with woods and lawns.—
Nothing unnatural was seen throughout the whole garden: no studied magnificence: very few 
fountains, but many cascades, which tumbling down artificial rocks, lost themselves in 
meandering currents, through the embrowning shades. In this beautiful garden, there was 
scarcely one strait walk, except the grand lawn above-mentioned: every thing was irregular and 
natural. In many places sheep, and other cattle were feeding; and as many foreign birds, and 
harmless beasts, as possible were procured to run about the woods, which were full of hares, 
rabbits, and pheasants. In short this garden, which may be considered as a work of eminent 
genius, was formed on the mere plan of guiding nature: the grass was almost every where kept 
in beautiful order; but the woods had no other improvement, than intermixing the most beautiful 
flowering shrubs irregularly among the trees; and instead of letting the surface be generally flat; 
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hills, and a thousand imperceptible variations were made, to render it more pleasing: the water 
naturally ran in one channel, but the King threw it into many, and it fell down a variety of 
cascades; but all without any appearance of art. Never was any thing on the whole more 
beautiful, or more truly picturesque; these gardens, which were about five miles in circuit, may 
be considered as the finest in the world, and far beyond those celebrated ones of Versailles, of 
which historians speak so highly.—It may perhaps be thought below the dignity of history, to give 
any account of these things; but the true use of history is to describe mankind; and the hero of 
this work, no where appears to greater advantage, than in his amusements at Stanley; for all the 
glorious works which there are the wonder of the world, were but the diversion of George, and 
his relaxation from more necessary concerns……  

 
 


